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Carl Chase is quiet, reserved, unassuming and 
soft-spoken yet his passion for the steelpan and its mu-
sic burns white hot.  Meet Carl Chase, the man singu-
larly responsible for the introduction and proliferation of 
the steelpan and steelbands in the state of Maine, USA. 
At the 10th annual Montreal International Steelpan Fes-
tival, When Steel Talks got a chance to talk to and ob-
serve, Mr. Chase in action.  Under his leadership, the 
amalgamation “Pan Coalition,” is an annual participant 
in this international Canadian steelpan music festival.  

The coalition is made up primarily of Flash! 
in The Pans, Chase’s own group, and sev-
eral other bands from the Blue Hill, Maine 
area.

This year, the group is performing musi-
cian and composer Miguel Reyes’ 2010 

panorama selection “Flash” as their tune of choice in 
the adult competition, and Carl Chase’s very own “One 
for Charlie” for the panorama song. The players listen to 
his every word attentively; as we watch Mr. Chase direct 
his musical troops during the pre-panorama warm-ups 
and practice sessions - it is abundantly obvious that 
Mr. Chase is a ‘throw back’ to an era of great steelband 
leaders.

These select leaders were special in that they not only 
inspired their members through competitions by any 
means necessary, but they brought a special skill set to 
the table. They were tremendous leaders, arrangers and 
tuners (triple threat) who commanded respect through 
their abilities.  In the age of specialization, people who 
possess true ‘triple threat capabilities,’ are few and far 
between.

Carl Chase told When Steel Talks that his steelpan saga 
began some 50 plus years ago on a chance discovery 
of a record by Brute Force Steelband of Antigua in the 
1950’s.  Carl says he was “fascinated with the sound.”  
He had in his own words “never heard anything like that 
before.”

Later, while sailing in the Caribbean, Carl would encoun-
ter his first live steelband on the island of St. Thomas 
in the Virgin Islands.  Upon returning to his home in 
Maine, Carl attempted to construct his own pans.  The 
quick realization that this task was far more daunting 
than he had originally imagined set in.  He sought out 
professional help and in that regard, Carl then traveled 
to Trinidad where he met and studied under famed 
master tuner Roland Harrigin.

Carl is now an accomplished tuner in Maine, USA 
where he manufactures instruments for a host of steel-
bands.  In addition, as we said earlier, Carl Chase is 
the man singularly responsible for the introduction and 
popularization of the steelpan instrument along with the 
steelband music genre in Blue Hill, Maine.  The ‘pan 
bug’ did not stop with Carl.  His son Nigel is also an ac-
complished arranger, player and educator.  As a result of his Pan Institute the steelpan can now be found in the Blue 
Hill school system.  Indeed, there is now, as Sue Walsh, executive director of the Blue Hill Chamber of Commerce 
calls it a “pan craze” in Blue Hill Maine.

The 10th Annual Montreal International Steelpan Festival proved to be another great year for the Carl Chase-led Pan 
Coalition from Maine. Although they did not capture the top prizes, their performances were at a high level and truly 
appreciated by the audience. 

Kefilwe ‘Sweets’ Morutimang is a charismatic, bright and 
multi-talented young lady who has bonded with the steelpan 
music instrument. Moreover, the instrument has propelled her 
forward and created opportunities. In this exclusive interview, 
Kefilwe talks about the steelpan in Soweto, (SMYLe) the Sowe-
to Marimba Youth League project and her remarkable journey.

WST - How did you first become introduced to the steelpan 
instrument?
Kefilwe - It was through a friend called Dimakatso, she was a 
dancer in the same organization that had a steelpan band.
WST - What pan do you play?
Kefilwe - I play tenors, and double tenors. 

WST - What does your family think about your involve-
ment in pan playing, and do any others play?
Kefilwe - To this day my mum only knows that I play music 
but still can’t figure out these tins (pans) that have sound when 
banged with sticks, I am the only one playing pans or doing 
music.

Soweto, South Africa
Meet Kefi lwe 'Sweets' Morutimang.. .
Musician, steelpan player and scholar
from Soweto, South Africa.
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